Alder Stream Township Postal History

Franklin County, Maine
Last update for this page: 10/25/2024

This page is part of the Maine Postal History website—a project of the Maine Philatelic Society.
For more information, see http://www.mainephilatelic.org/mph.

Also known as Township 2 Range 5 WBKP (West of Bingham’s Kennebec Purchase), this
township is mostly Penobscot Indian Territory, distributed as part of the 1980 Maine Indian
Claims Settlement. The population, as recorded by the U. S. Census, went from eight in 1910 to
a peak of 265 in 1920, then down to three in 1930.

Briefly, there were two post offices in Alder Stream Township:
1. Alder Post Office opened on 17 May 1899 and closed on 30 November 1901.

2. Round Mountain Post Office opened on 27 July 1905 and closed on 10 December 1942,
This was a summer office only.

In 1914, there was one post office in Alder Stream Township: Round Mountain.
source: Post Route Map of the State of Maine 1914.
http://www.mainephilatelic.org/PostRouteMaps/MainePostRouteMap1914.pdf
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Alder

17 May 1899:
The Alder Post Office opened.

17 May 1899:
John Mills became the Postmaster of the Alder Post Office.

30 November 1901:
The Alder Post Office closed.

Round Mountain

27 July 1905:
Round Mountain Post Office opened as a summer office.

27 July 1905:
Dion O. Blackwell became the Postmaster of the Round Mountain Post Office.

27 August 1916:
The circular postmark has a four-bar killer.

10 December 1942:
Round Mountain Post Office closed effective 30 December 1942 with service from Eustis.

http://www.mainephilatelic.org/mph
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Credits:

This document is based on the original web page compiled by the V. F. Thomas Co. (2021), with
revisions and additions by James Husson and Brian Damien (2024).

Thank you for the contributions to this page by Jim Husson.

Thank you to the Waterville Stamp Club (https://thewatervillestampclub.com) for helping
ensure this project's continuity.

Sources:

Sources, Alder Stream Township and Postal History:

The Post Offices of Maine 2022, Maine Philatelic Society:
http://www.mainephilatelic.org/books/TPOOM

Maine Postal History Gateway at Maine Philatelic Society:
http://www.mainephilatelic.org/mph

National Archives Catalog: Postmaster Appointments for Franklin County, Maine
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/78746483

The Digitised U. S. Postal Bulletins and PL&Rs 1880—2013
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/

“Alder Stream Township,” article in Maine: An Encyclopedia
https://maineanencyclopedia.com/alder-stream-township/

U. S. Geological Survey Chain Lakes map 1932 shows location of hamlet of Round Mountain:
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/ht-bin/tv_browse.pl?id=d27220f94d6c4fdd898c06f746545674
U. S. Geological Survey Kennebago Lake map 1932 shows location of Alder Stream Farm:
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/ht-bin/tv_browse.pl?id=2d2d3a1c59722b34de747eefa56917c2

Additional material, including links to official records of postmaster appointments, can be found
at Research Resources on Maine Postal History: http://www.mainephilatelic.org/books/post-
office-sources.pdf

Sources, Postmarks:

Sanders, Christine, The 4-Bar Postmark of the USPS, PMCC Bulletin Reprinted Article, Original
Publication Date: June, July & December 2012.
http://www.postmarks.org/resources/PMCC FourBarCancelsUSPS.pdf
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