
 

Post Route Maps of the State of Maine 

1796 - 1942 

 
The following links lead to digital copies of Post Route Maps of Maine.  

 

The earlier maps, up until 1865, were developed on a quasi-official basis 

but privately published.  The maps after 1865 were officially produced and 

published by the U. S. Post Office Department.  You can view all of the 

following maps  online, and in all cases the maps can be downloaded as 

high-resolution  images.  Watch for an article with more detail about these 

maps in an upcoming issue of The Maine Philatelist .  

 

 

 

Excerpt from the 1796 map; image from Leventhal Map and Education Center at the Boston 

Public Library as cited below. 
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1796 

Map of the United States exhibiting the post -roads, the situations, 

connections & distances of the post -offices, stage roads, counties, ports of 

entry .. .   Abraham Bradley.   [Excerpt shown on previous page] 

This map, often displayed on the wall in the post offices in larger towns, was remarkable 

in its time for portraying the newly created United States as a single country with 

national  borders.  There are many incorrect spellings, e.g. ñNorridgeworth.ò Places like 

Lewiston, Augusta, and Bangor, which did not yet possess post offices, are noticeably 

absent from the map.  In addition, it shows the yet undetermined northeast boundary as 

extending far into the territory of the provinces now known as New Brunswick and 

Quebec.  

High -resolution image of the map available here (via Boston Public Library): 

https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:8049g9359      

More background on the map is here (via the Smithsonian Institution National Postal 

Museum): https://postalmuseum.si.edu/collections/object -spotlight/bradley -postal-

map 

1805  

Map of the United States, Exhibiting the Post -Roads, the situations, 

connexions and distances of the Post -Offices, Stage Roadsé   Abraham 

Bradley.  [Excerpt shown below] 

Compare with the 1796 map to appreciate the advance of settlement and establishment 

of new post offices in the interim.   Map cuts off northern Maine but shows no post 

offices north of Norridgewock , Eddington , or the Calais area.  

https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/s/9guq6g  (via David Rumsey Map Library, 

Stanford University)  
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